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Biosphere
Reserves

PRESERVING NATURE FOR 2
FUTURE GENERATIONS .

Biosphere reserves are areas encompassing ferrestrial, coastal and marine ecosystems, or a
combination thereof, which are internationally recognized within the framework of UNESCO'
Programme on Man & the Biosphere (MAB).

ampne.e reserves are ‘leaming places for sustainable development, wh@rﬁ interdisciplinary
approaches are leqed and applied to enhance human well-being while protecting both natural and

. These sites promote innovative approaches to economic development that are
Socially and mmmm appropriate and environmentally

Biosphere reserves are nominated by national governments and remain under the sovereign jurisdiction
of the states where they are located. Their status is interationally recognized.
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Benefits
of Biosphere Reserves
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Functions of BR

South and Central Asia MAB Network (SACAM)

This regional network was established in 2002 and covers Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
india, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanks, Tojiistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

« Biosphere Reserves involve local communities and
all Interested  stokeholders In  plaaning and 14 Countries with BR covering a
management. total of 261,877 km*

* It integrates three main functions CrTEmmy
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Logitc support
erpinning development through resarch,
monitoring, ducacion and traning,

+ Core: Strictly protected zone that contributes o the
conservation of landscapes, ecosystems, species
and genetic variafion.
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Zones of BR N
These functions are pursued through e b
the Biosphere Reserves' thrae main zones

+ Buffor: Surround or adjoin the core areals), and are.
used for actities compatible with sound eco\eglcu\
practices that can reinforce scientific. research,
monitoring, raining and education.

« Transition: Where communities foster ~socio- g
culturally ond ecologically sustainable. economic Distribution
and humon actties.
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